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This BulleƟn applies to municipaliƟes where the fire department response Ɵme can be demonstrated to meet 10-minutes or less 
in 90% of their calls.  This typically would be found in ciƟes and some large towns.  Many towns and municipaliƟes where this 
response Ɵme cannot be met have more stringent construcƟon of exposing building face requirements for fire protecƟon.  Please 
see, “BCB-005-B—SpaƟal SeparaƟon—Houses & Accessory Structures; Fire Department Response Time: Over 10-minutes”. 

The construcƟon techniques used for building faces that are exposed to adjacent properƟes start to include fire protecƟon re-
quirements when buildings get within certain distances from neighboring property lines as outlined below.  When the property is 
adjacent to a road, lane, or other public thoroughfare, excepƟons apply and likely no fire protecƟon requirements exist. 

Exposing Building Face Requirements - Houses 

CCA 

SAFER BUILDINGS THROUGH EXPERIENCED, 
KNOWLEDGEABLE, AND CONSISTENT CODE APPLICATION 
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Exposing Building Face Requirements - Accessory Structures 

ProtecƟon of Soffits - ALL BUILDINGS 

 Non-vented 
soffit 

 Protected / 
Blocked 

Where a soffit projects at any point within 1.2m of a property line, then 
the soffit shall have no openings, be constructed with non-vented metal 
soffit, or have solid wood blocking installed. 
 
And… no soffit is permiƩed within 450mm (18”) of a property line – this 
will affect the truss overhang for many detached garages. 
 If garage wall is at 750mm (30”) setback, max truss overhang = 

300mm (12”) 
 If garage wall is at 600mm (24”) setback, max truss overhang = 150mm 

(6”) 
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